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Introduction

• From 1993 to 2011, P. mcallii was scrutinized for protection 
under the federal Endangered Species Act, but in a series of 
court cases, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
withdrew the proposed 1993 rule four times.

• In 1997, multiple state and federal agencies with populations 
of P. mcallii on their lands signed a voluntary Interagency 
Conservation Agreement (ICA) to implement the Flat-tailed 
Horned Lizard Rangewide Management Strategy (FTHL RMS)

• One of the major goals of the ICA is to “encourage and 
support research to promote conservation of [P. mcallii] and 
desert ecosystems” (FTHL RMS 8), specifically to “determine 
genetic variation among populations and effects of barriers” 
(FTHL RMS 8.6)



Introduction

• In 2011, the USFWS decided against listing P. mcallii because 
“the effects to the species associated with the implied 
meaning of fragmentation… are not likely to constitute a 
substantial threat to the species now or within the 
foreseeable future”…

• … and because “the conservation efforts implemented by 
signatories of the [ICA] and associated [FTHL RMS] reduce 
the impact of existing threats in the United States and 
promote actions that benefit the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard 
throughout its range, including Mexico” (76 FR 14210; 
14252-53)
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• In June 2014 the Center for Biological Diversity submitted a 
petition to list P. mcallii as endangered throughout their range 
in California under the California Endangered Species Act

• In October 2014, the California Department of Fish & Wildlife 
decided that the petition had merit and in February of 2015 
proceeded with the mandatory one-year scientific review

• In March 2017, the Department decided not to list this 
species, but will re-examine its status again in five years

• This study was undertaken in an effort to better understand 
the genetic diversity found in the FTHL, and also to use that 
information to support land use and management decisions


